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God had asked Moses to lead His people, the Israelites, out of Egypt to Canaan, thepromised land. When they were close to Canaan, Moses sent out twelve spies to have alook at the land. Two spies, Joshua and Caleb, said the land was good and the Israelitesshould fight for it. They told Moses that God had promised them the land and He would helpthem conquer it. But, ten of the spies were afraid. They convinced the people they wouldlose if there was a fight. The people were afraid. They did not trust God to do as Hepromised. Because of their doubt, God caused them to wander in the desert an extra fortyyears.
Many years passed. Once again, the people were getting close to Canaan. Moses was onehundred twenty years old. It was his time to die. The Israelites wept for Moses. God spoke toJoshua and told him to lead the people the rest of the way into the promised land. “I will bewith you,” said the Lord. “I won’t leave you. I’ll give you strength and courage. I will be withyou every step of the way.”
The people obeyed Joshua as they had obeyed Moses. “Everything you command us, we’lldo. Wherever you send us, we’ll go,” they said.
Joshua sent out two spies to the town of Jericho, in the land of Canaan, to look around. Thepeople in Jericho had already heard of the miracles God had done for His people. They hadheard of God parting the sea for them to cross and escape their enemies from Egypt. Theywere afraid, just thinking about these Israelites coming to conquer Jericho.
There was a woman named Rahab who had a house there in Jericho. The spies came toher house to spend the night. The king sent a message to Rahab. “Bring out the men whocame to spend the night at your house so we can arrest them. They are spies and havecome to spy out our whole country.”
Now, Rahab believed God had given the people of Israel the land of Canaan. She took thetwo spies and hid them on the roof of her house under some straw. She said to the king,“Yes. There were two men who stayed at my house, but I didn’t know where they were from.When it became dark, they left. I have no idea where they went.” Some of the king’s menwent down the road to see if they could find the two men.
Rahab went to the roof and got the two spies. “We all know about your God,” she told them.“He is God of the heavens above and God of the earth below. Now give me a promise by thename of your God. Since I have saved you from being found, please do the same for myfamily. When you come to capture Jericho, please save us in return.” The spies told her,“Here is what you must do. Hang this red rope out the window, the same as you are using tolet us out your window to escape. When we see it hanging, we will rescue your wholefamily.”
The men headed back. When they reached Joshua and told him what had happened, theysaid, “God has given us the whole country! Everyone is afraid of us!”
When the children of Israel came to capture Jericho, Joshua gave the order to save the livesof Rahab and her family because she was faithful to save the men. Because of her act ofhelp to save God’s people, God saved her and her family during the capture of Jericho.
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HIGHLIGHTS:
1) After Moses died, God told Joshua to lead the Israelites to the promised land. Joshuasent out two spies into Jericho to look around.
2) The two spies stayed at the house of Rahab. She hid them on her roof under someplants. Rahab believed that God was the God of heaven and earth.
3) The king asked Rahab if she had seen the spies. He knew all about the Israelites andhow God had done miracles for them. He was afraid of what was going to happen.
4) Rahab said she had seen the men but didn’t know where they were from and that theyhad already left the town.
5) Rahab asked the spies to rescue her and her family when the Israelites came to conquerJericho. Because Rahab had rescued them, the spies promised they would also rescueher and her family.

QUESTIONS:
1) After Moses died, who did God tell to lead the Israelites to the promised land?2) Two spies were sent into Jericho to have a look around. Who did they stay with?3) What did Rahab tell the king when he asked her about the spies?4) What did Rahab ask the spies to do for her when they came to conquer Jericho?

ANSWERS:
1) After Moses died, God told Joshua to lead the Israelites to the promised land.2) The two spies stayed at the house of a woman named Rahab.3) Rahab told the king the spies had stayed at her house, but they had left town.4) Rahab asked the spies to rescue her and her family.


